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National Privacy Oversight Board Remains Dormant - Wash Times, 08/30 – An independent oversight board recommended by the 9/11 Commission to ensure that national security policies do not infringe on Americans’ civil liberties has remained dormant for years, raising concerns among watchdogs that a crucial constitution Safeguard does not exist.
Couple Can Sue Laptop-Tracking Company for Spying on Sex Chats - Wired, 08/30 – An Ohio woman and her boyfriend can sue a laptop-tracking company that recorded their sexually explicit communications in an effort to identify thieves who stole the computer the woman was using.  U.S. District Judge Walter Rice ruled last week against Absolute Software, which provides software and services for tracking stolen computers.
This Week: Appeals Court to Weigh NSA Dragnet Surveillance – Wired, 08/29 – Whether the federal government and the nation’s telecommunication companies can be held accountable for allegedly funneling ever American’s electronic communication to the National Security Agency without warrants is the subject of oral arguments scheduled for a federal appeals court Wednesday.  At issue is a Jan. 31, 2006 lawsuit, and others that followed, alleging violations of the Fourth Amendment right to be free from warrantless searches and seizures.
Secrecy Characterizes Case Against Ex-CIA Officer – AP, 08/30 – A judge held a secret hearing Tuesday in the prosecution of a former CIA operative accused of leaking government secrets about Iran to a New York Times reporter, a case where prosecutors are asking for permission to present secret evidence to a jury and also want to keep other government secrets out of public view.
Judge Strikes Parts of Texas Sonogram Abortion Law - CNN, 08/31 - a federal judge has blocked key parts of a Texas law that would require doctors to provide a sonogram to pregnant women before they get an abortion, days before the law was set to take effect.  U.S. District Judge Sam Sparks, in Austin, Texas, found that several portions of the law are “unconstitutionally vague,” and that it violates the First Amendment by compelling doctors and patients to engage in government-mandated speech.
Financial Times Pulls its Apps from Apple Store - Reuters, 08/31 - The Financial Times has pulled its iPad and iPhone apps from Apple’s App Store after losing a battle to keep control of customer data obtained through subscriptions.  Apple has recently begun to insist that subscriptions to apps that it hosts must go through its own store, giving Apple ownership of valuable data about customers from those transactions, as well as a 30 percent cut of revenues.
Feds, EFF Clash in Appeals Court Hearing on NSA Spying - Wired, 08/31 – A three-judge federal appeals court grilled government and civil rights lawyers while entertaining arguments here Wednesday concerning dozens of dismissed lawsuits alleging the National Security Agency illegally vacuumed American’s internet traffic and telephone calls from every major U.S. telecommunication company.
