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Google Report Reveals British Government Web Snooping - Telegraph (UK), 06/28 - The dominant search engine’s Transparency Report shows that in the six months to last December, British intelligence agencies, police and other government bodies asked it to hand over data 1,162 times.  In raw number of requests, the United States topped the international table of 26 developed countries, with 4,601, but when population size was taken into account in an analysis by The Telegraph, it was relegated to fifth.
Taking on Facebook, Google's Social Network Allows Data Exporting - Wired, 06/28 – Google’s new social network “Plus” is so exclusive that people can’t get in, but the search giant is already making it easy to get out – clearly taking a shot at Facebook’s policy of not letting users download their data to use on other sites.  Google’s Data Liberation Front, an internal engineering faction dedicated to letting users export data from Google services, released a tool Tuesday called Google Takeout.
Google+ Vs. Facebook on Privacy: + Ahead on Points - For Now - Wired, 06/28 – Google debuted its answer to Facebook Tuesday, dubbed Google+, and the search and online advertising giant is clearly seeking to present it as an alternative to Facebook.  One of Facebook’s clearest weaknesses is its privacy practices, which have come under attack many times for being confusing, ever-mutating and self serving.
Houston Veterans Claim Censorship of Prayers, Including Ban on 'God' and 'Jesus' – FOXNews, 06/29 – Veterans in Houston say the Department of Veterans Affairs is consistently censoring their prayers by banning them from saying the words “God” and “Jesus” during funeral services at Houston National Cemetery.
Judge: Google can be Sued for Wiretapping in Street View Debacle - Wired, 06/30 – A federal judge has found that Google can be held liable for damages for secretly intercepting data on open Wi-Fi routers.  The ruling is a serious legal setback for the search giant over activity it has engaged in across the United States for years.
State to Fight Ruling Against Ban on Race in College Admissions - Detroit News, 07/01 – Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette said today he will appeal a court ruling that overturned the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative, which bans the use of race and gender preferences in college admissions and government hiring and contracting.  Schuette said he will make a formal request for a rehearing with the appeals court, a move that will keep the civil rights initiative – known as Proposal 2 – in place at least temporarily.
Banks' Billion-Dollar Idea: Sell Your Shopping Data – CNN, 07/06 – Banks have found a new revenue stream – and this time, it doesn’t involve hitting you up with a new fee.  Many of the nation’s leading banks are selling information about their customers’ shopping habits: How much they spend, where they shop, what they buy.
Henderson's Latest Crimefighting Tool Raises Civil Rights Concerns – Las Vegas R-J, 07/05 – After receiving a $160,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Justice, the Henderson Police Department outfitted nine Chevrolet Tahoe patrol vehicles in May with an Automated License Place Recognition system to reduce crime and locate criminals.  But not everyone is applauding the new software.
