Privacy and Civil Liberties Bulletins – 04/14/2011
These articles are intended for informational purposes only.  The opinions expressed in each article belong solely to the article’s author(s) and do not reflect any opinion, policy statement, recommendation or position, express or implied, of the Defense Privacy and Civil Liberties Office or of the U.S. Department of Defense.
Justice Dept. to Congress: Don't Saddle 4th Amendment on Us - Wired, 04/07 – The Obama administration is urging Congress not to adopt legislation that would impose constitutional safeguards on Americans’ e-mail stored in the cloud.  As the law stands now, the authorities may obtain cloud e-mail without a warrant if it is older than 180 days, thanks to the Electronic Communications Privacy Act adopted in 1986.
As Scope of E-mail Hack Grows, Should You be Worried? - CNN, 04/04 – The world’s largest “permissions-based” e-mail marketing company, Epsilon, reported late last week that someone hacked into its computer system and stole an unknown number of e-mail addresses and names.

Appeals Court Strengthens Warrantless Searches at Border - Wired, 04/04 – The authorities may seize laptops, cameras and other digital devices at the U.S. border without a warrant, and scour through them for days hundreds of miles away, a federal appeals court ruled.  The 201 decision Wednesday by the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals comes as the government is increasingly invoking its broad, warrantless search-and-seizure powers at the U.S. border to probe the digital lives of travelers.

Shaping a Culture of Privacy in the DoD (DPCLO Letter to the Editor) - SWJ, 04/05 – I read with interest your December 6th article entitled “The Military’s Cultural Disregard for Personal Information.”  The authors have done well to bring to light a continuing challenge not only for the Department of Defense, but for all government agencies.  

Thermal Cameras Show Too Much? - A thermal imaging project in the city of Boston has been put on hold because of privacy concerns.  Boston officials had hoped to have aerial and street-level photos taken across about four square miles of the city this winter using infrared cameras that would show heat loss in the city homes.
DOJ Wants in on S.C. Jail's Bible-Only Policy Suit – FOXNews, 04/12 – The U.S. Justice Department believes a South Carolina jail is violating inmates’ free speech rights by barring them from any reading material other than the Bible, and the government sought Tuesday to join a lawsuit against the jail.  The American Civil Liberties Union filed the lawsuit against the Berkley County jail in October, seeking to overturn the policy.

Wells Fargo Tests Microchip Credit Cards for Globetrotting Clients - Bloomberg, 04/13 - Wells Fargo & Co., the U.S. bank with the most branches, is testing microchip-embedded credit cards with frequent travelers to address complaints of customers who have trouble using their cards abroad.
