GENERAL STREET CRIME
· Armed robberies can occur throughout Cambodia.  The most common items taken in the robberies are motor scooters (most often referred to as “motos”) and these robberies are often violent.  Therefore, the U.S. Embassy Phnom Penh Regional Security Office highly recommends vehicle travel instead of travel by moto or cyclo.  Do not resist during an armed robbery.

· Pick-pocketing has been reported on a regular basis.  Please keep alert while shopping or moving about town.  Avoid carrying large sums of money on your person and avoid keeping your money all in one place.  Be careful of beggars who may be attempting to distract you or directly pick your pocket.  Having a travel companion is encouraged.

· Do not wear or display expensive jewelry.

· Crime is a 24-hour concern, but darkness and late night travel increases your chances of being a victim of crime.  Never walk alone at night.

· Exercise extreme caution when using ATM machines during day and night hours.  It is best to have a friend stand guard while you are conducting your ATM transaction. 

· Terrorism is a worldwide concern.  Please report all suspicious individuals and incidents to the U.S. Embassy Phnom Penh Regional Security Office.

· Kidnappings for ransom can occur in Cambodia.  Keep a heightened awareness for surveillance by suspicious persons during your travel. 

· Drugs, prostitution and organized crime elements are present in Cambodia and are security concerns at local bars and clubs.  Tourists are encouraged to be aware of their surroundings and to remove themselves from locations that present security concerns.

· Counterfeit U.S. currency can be found in Cambodia.  Be sure to scrutinize money prior to accepting it.

· Know how to get out of buildings in case of a fire.  Establishments in Cambodia do not necessarily follow or enforce fire safety codes as we know them in the U.S.  If possible, avoid rooms above the 4th floor or on the ground floor.

· U.S. Embassy Phnom Penh Regional Security Office has received reports of hotel room safes being found open.  Although less likely to be a problem at the more reputable hotels, be aware that these safes cannot always be relied upon for secure storage.  Plan accordingly to find the most secure means of locking up your valuables.

