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MDR Master Death File
Background: This file is intended to provide MDR users with an accurate
 list of beneficiaries whose death we have a record for, including casualty deaths for active duty service members. Records from the Standard Inpatient Data Record (SIDR), the Standard Ambulatory Data Record (SADR), the Institutional Health Care Service Record (HCSR-I), the TRICARE Encounter Data-Institutional, and the Casualty Death File comprise this file.
I. Source:

Data Capture: CHCS (SIDR), ADS (SADR), Managed Care Support Contractor claims processing system, Casualty Feed
MHS Data Capture: Source Data Collection System (SDCS) run by TMA

II. Transmission (Format and Frequency)

The initial file load is a one-time requirement. Update files are monthly. Only deaths recorded in the current fiscal year source files are processed on a monthly basis.  Deaths recorded in previous years are processed on the same schedule as the source files are processed. 
III. Receiving Filters

N/A
IV. Field Transformations and Deletions for MDR Core Database

Records from the Casualty Death file are added to the Encounter Death file. If records are found in both files, the Casualty Death file record is kept.  The resulting file is merged to the Master Person Index to add the Unique Person ID (EDIPN) where possible. The Master Person Death file is then deduped according to the following logic:

· Only the most recent death record is kept.

· If there is a death record for the same person in more than one source, the following hierarchy applies:  Casualty records are taken before SIDR records, SIDR records are taken before HCSR-I or SADR records and HCSR-I records are taken before SADR records.

· Records are deduped first based on EDIPN, second based on Sponsor SSN and DDS, and last based on Sponsor SSN, Relationship, Date of Birth, and Gender.

V. Refresh Frequency

Frequency of updates:

· Current FY: Every month

· Prior FY: monthly for one quarter (October, November, and December) then semiannually (April, October)

· All years prior to prior FY: Annually (October)

VI. Data Marts

N/A
VII. Special Outputs

N/A.
Master Death File Layout
	Field Name
	Type
	Size
	SAS Name
	Comments

	Sponsor Social Security Number
	Char
	9
	SPONSSN
	

	Date of Birth
	Num
	8
	DOB
	SAS Date

	Unique Patient Identifier
	Char
	10
	EDIPN
	For some records, the EDIPN will come from a merge to the Master Person Index. Not all records have an EDIPN.  

	DEERS Dependent Suffix
	Char
	2
	DDS
	

	Gender
	Char
	1
	GENDER
	

	Death Date
	Num
	8
	DTHDATE
	SAS Date

	Source of Death Record
	Char
	1
	SOURCE
	Identifies the source of the Death Record:
A=SADR

S=SIDR

H=HCSR-I/TED-I
C=Casualty

	Death Code
	Char
	1
	DTHCODE
	Y/N Flag indicating Death. Will always be “Y”.  To be used in merge to VM4.

	Relationship
	Char
	1
	REL
	Derived from first character of DDS: if 0 or 1, then “0”, if 2 then  “2”, if 3 then “3”, if 4, 5, or 6, then “4”, anything else, including missing then "9". If DDS is not available, derive from first character of FMP in the same manner.


� Deduping logic used may allow for duplicate records in file. Also, any deaths recorded in the SIDR and HCSR were deemed to be “true” deaths. Thus, subsequent encounters for these people were not considered. However, deaths recorded in the SADR were put through a check of only the SADR for a subsequent encounter. Any records found to have a subsequent encounter were removed.





