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Medical Acronyms and Abbreviations
Medical acronyms and abbreviations may often be a source of frustration to many, especially if one is new to the medical environment.  There are several resources in the library and on the Web that may be able to help. 
Print Resources

The Charles Press handbook of current medical abbreviations.  5th ed.  Philadelphia:  Charles Press; 1997.

Call Number:  REF W 13 C476 1997

Coders' desk reference, 2001: everything a coder needs to know: 

acronyms, syndromes, procedural eponyms, surgical CPT explanations and coding tips, medical terms, abbreviations, anatomy charts.  6th ed.  Salt Lake City, Utah:  Medicode; 2000.

Call Number:  W 49 C669 2001

Cole, Frank.  The doctor's shorthand.  Philadelphia:  Saunders; 1970.

Call Number:   REF W 13 C689

Davis, Neil M.  Medical abbreviations: 28,000 conveniences at the expense of communication and safety.  13th ed.  Warminster, PA:  Neil M. Davis Associates; 2007.

Call Number:  REF W 13 D262m 2007

Delong, Marilyn Fuller.  Medical acronyms & abbreviations.  2nd ed.  Oradell, N.J.:  Medical Economics Books; 1989.

Call Number:  W 13 D361m 1989

DeSola, Ralph.  Abbreviations dictionary.  8th ed.  Boca Raton:  CRC Press; 1992.

Call Number:  REF PE 1693 .D4 1991

Erb, Uwe; Keller, Harald.  Scientific and technical acronyms, symbols, and abbreviations.  New York:  Wiley-Interscience; 2001.

Call Number:  REF Q 179 .E64 2001

Garb, Solomon; Krakauer, Eleanor; Justice, Carson.  Abbreviations and acronyms in medicine and nursing.  New York:  Springer Pub. Co.; 1976.

Call Number:  W 13 G213a

Haber, Kai.  Common abbreviations in clinical medicine.  New York:  Raven Press; 1988.

Call Number:  REF WB 13 H114c 1988

Hamilton, Betty; Guidos, Barbara.  MA[S]A: medical acronyms, symbols & abbreviations.  2nd ed.  New York, NY:  Neil-Schuman; 1988.

Call Number:  REF W 13 H217m 1988

Jablonski, Stanley, editor.  Dictionary of medical acronyms and abbreviations.  4th ed.  Philadelphia, PA:  Hanley & Belfus; 2001.  

Call Number:  REF W 13 D55719 2001

Jablonski, Stanley, compiler and editor.  Dictionary of medical acronyms & abbreviations.  5th ed.   Philadelphia, PA:  Saunders; 2004.  Revised ed. of: Dictionary of medical acronyms and abbreviations.  Philadelphia:  Hanley & Belfus, 2001.

Call Number:  REF W 13 D55719 2005

Jablonski's dictionary of medical acronyms & abbreviations.  6th ed.  Philadelphia, PA:  Saunders/Elsevier; 2009.  Rev. ed. of:  Dictionary of medical acronyms & abbreviations.  Stanley Jablonski, compiler and editor, 2005.  

Call Number:  REF W 13 J131 2009

Kiger, Anne Fox, compiler; American Hospital Association Resource Center.  Acronyms and initialisms in health care administration.  Chicago, Ill.: American Hospital Pub.; 1986.

Call Number:  W 13 A187 1986

Logan, Carolynn M.; Rice, M. Katherine.  Logan's medical and scientific abbreviations.  Philadelphia:  Lippincott; 1987.

Call Number:  REF W 13 L831L 1987

Mitchell-Hatton, Sarah Lu.  The Davis book of medical abbreviations: a deciphering guide.  Philadelphia:  F.A. Davis Co.; 1991.

Call Number:  REF W 13 M682d 1991

Mossman, Jennifer, editor.  Reverse acronyms, initialisms, & abbreviations dictionary: a companion volume to Acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations dictionary, with terms arranged alphabetically by meaning of acronym, initialisms.  38th ed.  4 vols.  Detroit, MI:  Gale Research Co.; 2007.

Call Number: REF  PE 1693 A179 2007 

Peyser, Alfred.  Pars pro toto: breviarium medicum internationale.  Stockholm:  Almqvist & Wiksell; [1950].

Call Number:  REF W 13 P517p 1950

Romaniuk, Bohdan, project editor.  Acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations dictionary: a guide to acronyms, abbreviations, contractions, alphabetic symbols, and similar condensed appellations.  38th ed.  4 vols.  Detroit:  Thompson/Gale; 2007.

Call Number: REF PE 1693 .G3 2007

Shipman, John J.  Mnemonics and tactics in surgery and medicine.  London: Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books); 1978.

Call Number:  QZ 15 S557m

Stedman's medical abbreviations, acronyms & symbols.  4th ed.   Baltimore, Md.: Wolters Kluwer Health/Lippincott Williams & Wilkins; 2008.  Rev. ed. of: Stedman’s ABBREV abbreviations, acronyms & symbols.  3rd ed. 2003.  

Call Number:  REF W 13 S811903 2008

Tsur (Mansoor), Samuel A., compiler.  Elsevier's dictionary of abbreviations, acronyms, synonyms and symbols used in medicine.  1st ed.  Amsterdam:  Elsevier; 1999.

Call Number:  W 13 T882 1999

Web Resources

The Web Resources is not an exhaustive list but includes a few sites that are easy to use and may be helpful.

NOTE – to connect to the sites listed press and hold the CTRL KEY and click the link to follow to the site.

Acronym Finder

www.acronymfinder.com
Acronym Finder states it is “the world's largest and most comprehensive dictionary of acronyms, abbreviations, and initialisms”.   It features a Google like search box where you can simply type your term and click on FIND or press the Enter key to search for the term’s meaning.
All-acromyms.com
www.all-acronyms.com/
Contains a section covering medical acronyms and abbreviations

THE FREE DICTIONARY by FARLEX

http://medical-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/
Sources for TheFreeDictionary's Medical dictionary include The American Heritage® Stedman's Medical Dictionary, Second Edition, Dorland's Medical Dictionary for Health Care Consumers, The Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine, Second Edition, Mosby's Dental Dictionary, Second Edition, Mosby's Dictionary of Complementary and Alternative Medicine, and Saunders Comprehensive Veterinary Dictionary, Third Edition.
MedicineNet.com dictionary
http://www.medterms.com/script/main/hp.asp
MedTerms medical dictionary is the medical reference for MedicineNet.com. Over 16,000 medical terms are defined by doctors in easy-to-understand explanations.  Medterms online medical dictionary provides quick access to hard-to-spell and often misspelled medical definitions through an extensive alphabetical listing. 
MedlinePlus Medical Dictionary

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/mplusdictionary.html
Source information is the Merriam-Webster Medical Dictionary. 
Bottom of Form

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Send a message to afml@tma.osd.mil or use the Feedback option located under the Library Information tab on the library Website - www.tricare.mil/afml  
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