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Military Acronyms and Abbreviations
Ever been faced with deciphering the meaning of a term or acronym used by the military?  Or maybe you knew it at one time but just need your memory refreshed?  Well there are a few resources in the library and on the Web that can make your life a little easier in that respect.  And remember, if you don’t have time to search for the term, a member of the library staff can assist you, all you need to do is ask.
Print Resources

Cutler, Deborah W.; Cutler, Thomas J.    Dictionary of naval abbreviations.  Rev. ed. of Dictionary of naval abbreviations. Bill Wedertz , compiler and editor.  3rd ed.  1984.  Annapolis, MD:  Naval Institute Press; 2005.

Call Number: REF V 23 .C86 2005
Dickson, Paul.  War slang: American fighting words and phrases since the Civil War.  2nd ed.  Washington, D.C.:  Brassey’s; 2004.

Call Number: REF PE 3727.S7 D53 2004

Honour, Walter W.; Kossan, Robert L., compilers and editors.  WASHMIC, 1971: a compendium in dictionary format of acronyms and abbreviations encountered in the Washington military-industrial complex, the Washington scene of action, and throughout the world where U.S. Forces and supporting industry are located.   1 vol. (unpaged).  McLean, VA:  RANY Co.; [1971]. 

Call Number: REF U 26 H65
Mossman, Jennifer, editor.  Reverse acronyms, initialisms, & abbreviations dictionary: a companion volume to Acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations dictionary, with terms arranged alphabetically by meaning of acronym, initialisms.  38th ed.  4 vols.  Detroit, MI:  Gale Research Co.; 2007.

Call Number: REF  PE 1693 A179 2007 

Romaniuk, Bohdan, project editor.  Acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations dictionary: a guide to acronyms, abbreviations, contractions, alphabetic symbols, and similar condensed appellations.  38th ed.  4 vols.  Detroit:  Thompson/Gale; 2007.

Call Number: REF PE 1693 .G3 2007
Tomajczyk, Stephen F.  Dictionary of the modern United States military: over 15,000 weapons, agencies, acronyms, slang, installations, medical terms, and other lexical units of warfare.    Jefferson, NC:  McFarland & Co.; 1996.

Call Number: REF  UA 23 .T647 1996

United States.  Department of the Air Force.  Air Force manual of abbreviations.  [Washington]: [publisher unknown]; 1969.  Supersedes AFM 11-2, 22 March 1968.
Call Number: REF UG 633 .A3763 1969
United States.  Joint Chiefs of Staff.  Department of Defense dictionary of military and associated terms: includes US acronyms and abbreviations and NATO terms (English only).  Washington, D.C.: Joint Chiefs of Staff; [1974].

Call Number: REF U 24 .D474
Web Resources
NOTE – to connect to the sites listed press and hold the CTRL KEY and click the link to follow to the site.
The list of resources on the Web was culled from a search of Google and a presentation given by Ms Greta Marlatt and Ms Lily McGovern, two military librarians, at the 2009 SLA conference.  Marlatt and McGovern have built a blog posting of several military resources that you may find useful.  It can be found at
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/sla_military_libraries_bl/2009/06/handout-for-abcs-of-miltary-resources-available.html .
AFRL Acronyms
www.wpafb.af.mil/library/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=5987
Site links to a fact sheet on the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.
Abbreviations and Acronyms of the U.S. Navy
Prepared by DoD Special Assistant for Gulf War Illnesses 
www.gulflink.osd.mil/mrk/mrk_taba.htm
Acronym Finder

www.acronymfinder.com
Acronym Finder states it is “the world's largest and most comprehensive dictionary of acronyms, abbreviations, and initialisms”, and includes military and government acronyms. The Acronym Finder covers more than 750,000 human-edited definitions.
All-acromyms.com
Contains a section covering military acronyms and abbreviations

www.all-acronyms.com/
DOD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms

www.dtic.mil/doctrine/jel/doddict/

The site allows you to browse the DOD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms.  You can limit to browsing only NATO terms if you want.

THE FREE DICTIONARY by FARLEX

www.acronyms.thefreedictionary.com/

The Acronyms section of this website is powered by the Acronym Finder.  It allows users to decipher acronyms from a database of over 600,000 entries covering computers, technology, telecommunications, and the military
Military Acronyms, Initialisms, and Abbreviations

www.fas.org/news/reference/lexicon/acronym.htm
You can search by pressing a button to access a list of acronyms beginning with
a character, number, or specific letter.
MilitaryWords.com

www.militarywords.com/
Site allows you to search DoD, government, and military acronyms, abbreviations, and terms
NationMaster.com – section covering military acronyms and expressions
www.statemaster.com/encyclopedia/List-of-U.S.-Army-acronyms-and-expressions
Terms / Abbreviations / Acronyms 

www.fas.org/news/reference/terms/acronym.html
Using the References link leads you to a few more sites to find military related terms.

Bottom of Form

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Send a message to afml@tma.osd.mil or use the Feedback option located at the Library Information tab on the library Website - www.tricare.mil/afml  
Armed Forces Medical Library

Web:  www.tricare.mil/afml  E-mail:  afml@tma.osd.mil  
5109 Leesburg Pike, Room 670

 Phone:  703-681-8028 (Main Desk)



Falls Church, VA 22041


 Reference:  703-681-8030; 703-681-1104
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