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Google Maps or MapQuest – More than just Driving Directions
Many times you may need more than just driving directions to get from one place to another.  You may want to know what a specific area looks like to help you figure out whether you want to live there or not.  And you may want to know what grocery stores, hotels, theaters, or restaurants an area has to offer.  Two popular map services – Google Maps and MapQuest – can help make your life easier in this respect.  You can find Google Maps at www.maps.google.com and MapQuest at www.mapquest.com.  
Both Google Maps and MapQuest have driving directions, street maps, and area maps and both allow you to find out what hotels, restaurants, and theaters are available in an area.  And both will show traffic patterns in an area.  And if you’re interested in what an area looks like from above, Map Quest will give you an ariel view and Google Maps will give you a satellite view.  MapQuest allows you to look for schools, pharmacies, grocery stores, post offices, coffee shops, etc., on its map feature.  Google Maps gives you a street view using a photo of the area and allows you to drag a person icon around on its map feature.  Once you drag and drop the person icon to a location you can see a photo of the area if a photo is available. Google Maps also gives you the option of looking at the terrain of a specific area.
As to which one is better, well, there really is no clear answer on that. Both share some features but have different offerings as well so the choice rests with you.  Both tools are Web based and free so you might want to look at both to see which one meets your need at the time.
Finding E-mail Addresses – Another Resource
Most times Army e-mail addresses can be found using AKO – Army Knowledge Online.  But sometimes you wish there was something to help you find a person’s Navy or Air Force e-mail address too. Well now there’s a site that helps you do that.  It’s the Global Directory Service (GDS) and it can be found at https://powhatan.iiie.disa.mil/gds/  The Global Directory Service is an effort to provide an enterprise wide directory service for DoD.  GDS is listed as a pilot project so there may not be an entry for all DoD personnel yet.  But you can see basic contact information such as name, telephone number, and e-mail address for the DoD personnel the GDS does have.   
Bottom of Form

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Send a message to afml@tma.osd.mil or use the Feedback option located at the Library Information tab on the library Website - www.tricare.mil/afml  
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