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MHS Blog
A discussion on blogs and wikis was included in the Fall 2006 issue of the Newsletter.  In the article, I said that most blogs had a single owner who could post their thoughts on a topic of interest and others could post comments or reactions to that post.  My interest in blogs has persisted over time and I wondered if the military health system was using this technology to get information out to its users.  Well, it appears they have through the MHS Blog.  

The blog is owned by Dr. S. Ward Casscells, the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs, and was started on July 25, 2007.  The previous day, Dr. Casscells had met with a teenager, Ian Wilson, who had won a documentary film contest with his criticism of the Military Health System.  This meeting was the catalyst for the start of the MHS Blog.  The initial blog posting discusses the meeting and contains a link to the Armed Forces Press Service news article about Wilson and his documentary.
Initially, Dr. Casscells planned to have a Surgeon’s Corner on the former Health Affairs Website where the Surgeons General could regularly blog, but that proved to be difficult to coordinate.  
To deal with this issue,  and to allow the many talented, intelligent individuals who are part of  the Military Health System a chance to showcase their expertise, Dr. Casscells decided to offer “guest blogger” postings on the MHS Blog.  The guest postings illustrate the vast amount of experience available in the military health system.  And, since blogs are frequently interactive tools, individuals may comment on postings that capture their attention.  The guidelines for posting comments are detailed at the end of the blog posting.
The MHS Blog was the force behind the renovation of the U.S. DoD Military Health System Website, http://www.health.mil/.  The site is interactive since it allows visitors to post comments, participate in surveys, ask questions of senior leaders, watch MHS videos, subscribe to podcasts, read MHS news item, and read MHS blog postings.
Blog postings deal with issues of interest to the MHS and DOD.  Some of the topics discussed include MHS humanitarian efforts, wounded warriors, Walter Reed issues, mental health and PTSD issues faced by troops and families, electronic health records, the VA (Veterans Affairs), the AHLTA and VistA systems used by DoD and the VA, military ceremonies, an event of significance to the poster in their course of military experience – the list could go on because there are so many items of significance.  
The MHS Blog can be found at http://www.health.mil/MHSBlog/.  So read the blog postings – it would be time well spent since so many topics of military interest are discussed by many interesting people – but be aware – time can get away from you as you read (
Ask a Librarian Link on AFML Website

On many library Websites you will probably see an Ask a Librarian link.  The AFML Website is no exception.  When you visit the library’s site, http://www.tricare.mil/afml/, if you look at the upper right side of the screen you will see an Ask a Librarian link that opens a form where you can post your question or comment and a staff member will contact you.  The service is for registered users of the Armed Forces Medical Library (AFML). But, if you are not registered with or eligible for service from the AFML, you are not left in limbo.  You will be directed to another source for information.  So, go ahead, visit the site and post your question – you will receive a response!
Bottom of Form

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Send a message to afml@tma.osd.mil or use the Feedback option located at the Library Information tab on the library Website - www.tricare.mil/afml  
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