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Well, we’ve survived another D.C. summer – hot, humid, and drought filled.  Now we can look forward to the cooler days ahead.  There has been no lessening of work, however, and people have soldiered on dealing with the many issues facing the military.
OVID
Interested in easing your workload?  Need help cleaning out your in-box?  You might want to use one of the OVID databases to help.  OVID is one of several tools the library offers end users access to via the Web.  OVID provides access to MEDLINE, OLDMEDLINE (containing older citations from 1950-1965), CINAHL, PsycINFO, Evidence Based Medicine Reviews, and full text journals.

MEDLINE is produced by the National Library of Medicine (NLM) and is the electronic counterpart of Index Medicus, Index to Dental Literature, and the International Nursing Index.   MEDLINE is the primary source of biomedical information from U.S. and international literature, including the following topics as they relate to biomedicine and health care:  biology, environmental science, marine biology, plant and animal science, biophysics, and chemistry.   MEDLINE contains bibliographic citations and author abstracts from more than 4,600 biomedical journals published in the United States and in 70 other countries.  The OVID MEDLINE database contains the full text of many articles.
NLM uses a controlled vocabulary of biomedical terms to index articles, catalog books and other holdings, and to facilitate searching within MEDLINE.  MEDLINE’s controlled-vocabulary thesaurus contains Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) to describe the subject of each journal article in the database. MeSH terms provide a consistent way of retrieving information that uses different terminology for the same concept. Within MEDLINE’s thesaurus, MeSH terms display hierarchically by category, with more specific terms arranged beneath broader terms. This hierarchical structure also provides an effective way for searchers to browse MeSH in order to find descriptors appropriate to their searches.

The journals indexed in CINAHL cover nursing, allied health, biomedicine, alternative/complementary medicine, consumer health, and health sciences librarianship.    Full text is included for selected state nursing journals and some newsletters, standards of practice, practice acts, government publications, research instruments, and patient education material.  

PsycINFO is produced by the American Psychological Association and covers the scholarly literature in the psychological, social, behavioral, and health sciences. It includes material relevant to psychologists and professionals in related fields such as psychiatry, management, business, education, social science, neuroscience, law, medicine, and social work.  PsycINFO contains abstracts and citations to journal articles, books, chapters, and dissertations.  The database also contains full text of some articles.
Evidence Based Medicine Reviews (EBMR) assists in finding the best answer to clinical questions in the least amount of time.  Some of the articles retrieved in a search have met rigorous inclusion criteria by the international Cochrane Collaboration, and then have been used as the basis for a systematic topic review.  Other articles have been the subject of an evidence-based article review by the editorial staff of ACP Journal Club (a joint project of the American College of Physicians and BMJ Publishing Group) or by the National Health Services (NHS) Centre for Reviews and Dissemination at the University of York, England. Clicking on the Article Review link retrieves the enhanced abstract of the article together with commentary about the article's relevance to clinical practice.

Choosing All EBM Reviews allows you to search simultaneously the four Evidence Based Medicine Reviews databases: ACP Journal Club (ACP), Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (formerly Cochrane Controlled Trials Register-CCTR) (CENTRAL), Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR), and Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE).
Journals@Ovid Full Text and Your Journals@OVID allow searchers to access the full text of many articles included in the database.  The databases are keyword searchable by terms assigned by the author describing the article. 
OVID allows more complex searches to be done than an Internet search using Google or another browser – a feature that may be important to some users.  Searches can be executed in other OVID databases if desired, search sets can be combined, and the databases accessed tend to use a controlled vocabulary that terms are mapped to – features that are not available in Internet browser searching.  Using a controlled vocabulary that the articles are indexed to gives a more uniform retrieval, an important feature.  Also, OVID updates its databases several times per week so there is minimal chance of getting outdated material.  OVID is a powerful tool that you may want to consider adding to your research arsenal.
To get to OVID, go to the library web site, www.tricare.mil/afml, choose the Resources tab, choose Electronic Books and Journals, and then OVID from the list of items displayed.  You will need a password to access the OVID database.  Talk to a library staff member who can provide you with the details of access.

And, if you don’t have time to run your own search, the library is willing to do it for you.  Either way – you come out a winner.

Google U.S. Government Search
Need a way to limit your Internet retrieval to U.S. government information?  Well, once again, Google is there to help.  They’ve introduced Google U.S. Government Search.  It’s not listed on the main Google page, nor is it listed under the services Google provides by choosing “more” on the main Google Web site.  You get to it by going to http://www.google.com/ig/usgov
Google U.S. Government Search gives searchers one location they can use to search across all U.S. government information and keep up to date on government news.  It looks at domains ending in .gov or .mil as well as selected government sites having .com, .us, and .edu domains.  For example, the U.S. Postal Service is http://www.usps.com/; the National Defense University site is http://www.ndu.edu/; and the city of Los Angeles is http://www.ci.la.ca.us/. 

The homepage has the familiar search box where you can search government sites or search the Web.  It also has the D.C. weather, links to articles in the Washington Post, White House news, top stories focusing on the U.S. government, news from govexec.com, and news dealing with the U.S. military.
It is possible to personalize the home page by adding content of interest but you will need a Goggle account to do so.  The good news is that the Google account is free.  If you already use a Google service such as Alerts, you already have an account and can use it to sign in.  Unfortunately, your choices do not change the look of the default Google U.S. Government Search homepage and you will need to sign in to see your added content.  Well, I guess you can’t have everything.
Bottom of Form

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Send a message to afml@tma.osd.mil or use the Feedback option located at the Library Information tab on the library Website - www.tricare.mil/afml  
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