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Another steamy summer is here in the D.C. area – the heat and humidity made bearable by AC – and woe to those whose systems break!  The library is its usual quiet but active place furnishing material, searches, and answering questions for those working on the many issues facing the military at this time – traumatic brain injuries, indigenous diseases faced by the troops, electronic health records, quality health care, and patient satisfaction – to name just a few.  These are busy times for all.

Google Scholar

Google is always changing, offering ways to help individuals find relevant material they can use.  One of the tools Google offers to assist in this endeavor is Google Scholar.  Google Scholar allows you to search scholarly literature, including peer-reviewed papers, books, pre-prints, abstracts, and technical reports. Trade and popular literature magazines are not included.  You can find Google Scholar in the list of Google services by selecting the word “more” from the top of the Google Home page, www.google.com.   
Google Scholar’s search structure is intended to be fairly easy to use. You can construct your search either by typing it directly in the Google Scholar search box or choosing the Advanced Search option on the side of the page.  You can limit your retrieval by author name, date, or publication, but you will need to use Scholar’s Advanced Search option to use the date or publication name limit.  It is possible to limit your search to a particular category as well using the Advanced Search page.

If you’re looking for a particular paper, use quotation marks around the title.  Google Scholar will automatically find the paper as well as other papers citing it.  If you want material by a particular author, put quotation marks around the name.  Use initials for the author’s first name rather than the full first name to improve your retrieval. You can also use the “author’ operator if you get too many papers mentioning the author.  For example, you could use author:“sb nuland” or author:“sherwin b nuland” to find material authored by Sherwin B. Nuland.
The search result screen on Google Scholar usually has several parts.  There will be a link to the title of the article – either the full text or the abstract; where it is cited; any articles that are related to it; possibly a library link; other articles in the group; a Web search link for other information on the Web; and a link to the British Library so you can purchase the article.  If you want recent articles on your topic, click on the “Recent articles” link at the top of the result screen.  The library link does not always appear, and there appear to be a few caveats with the link.  Either you must be on or affiliated with a participating campus, the library must work with Google Scholar, or must have its book holdings loaded into OCLC’s Open WorldCat so you can find the book in a local library.   At this point, library journal holdings do not display in Google Scholar.
So how can you get material you find?  It may be available in full text either on the Web, in a database your library offers, a physical copy may exist, or you can purchase the article.  If you can’t get the full text using a Web method, your library can probably get the material for you.
As good as Google Scholar appears, there seem to be a few drawbacks to it.  There is no list of publishers Scholar works with, no list of journals Scholar provides access to, no list of databases Scholar allows you to search, no list of libraries Scholar partners with, and the ability to do complex searches seems to be absent. These issues may not be important to some users but they may be to others.  But it is still listed as a Beta product so it may improve in the future.  At this point, it’s not a substitute for comprehensive searching, but it probably is good for quick searching for a few relevant citations.  You shouldn’t eliminate your library from the picture.  Not only can they get material for you and provide you with access to their databases, but they have access to databases Google Scholar does not, and have the ability to do a complex search if you need it.  But Google Scholar is another tool you can use in your research arsenal.
AKO Training Sessions

Still challenged by AKO?  The IMD staff has designed informal Q&A sessions to help people use the system and see the many things that are available on it.

The sessions are an hour long but you can stay for 5 minutes while your questions are answered or stay and listen to the entire presentation. The "basics" of AKO are usually covered since many of the people attending know very little about AKO.  It can be a challenging system so the Q&A sessions are very helpful.  

The sessions are free and do not require advance registration.  They are currently scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month from 1200 to 1400 in Skyline 6 Room 592, but other sessions are held to accommodate individual schedules.  

You can choose to listen and watch since the sessions are projected on a screen but it is preferred that you bring your own laptop since there are no computers in the room.  The benefit of bringing your own laptop is you can try things out at the training session rather than going back to your desk and trying to remember what was shown.  If you need further details on the AKO sessions you can call 703-681-3294.

Bottom of Form

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Send a message to afml@tma.osd.mil or use the Feedback option located at the Library Information tab on the library Website - http://www.tricare.mil/afml  
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