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Fall is upon us once again and the library has been steadily making changes to benefit its users.  One of the changes users may notice is that more space is available in the library.  The once cramped shelves have been the focus of a large reshelving project that allowed the library to make more room since the collection was outgrowing the space it was allotted.  Out of date titles were removed and journals no longer used due to organizational focus changes went to new library homes.
New Color Copier
Ever need a color copy of the picture in a book or journal?  Well at long last the library has a color copier that can satisfy those needs.  You will need to ask a staff member to make the copy for you since the color copier is limited to staff use only and housed in a staff use area only.  There is also a new black and white copier for general purpose copies in the public area and available for all to use.

Changes to Library Website Planned
The library Website is going to get a new look!  The library staff and the IT department are working together to give the library’s Website a more up-to-date look.  Keep your eyes on www.tricare.osd.mil/afml for changes.
Wikis and Blogs

In an increasing technological environment more words and ideas are making their way into our language.  Two of those words are wikis and blogs.  Both are yet another automated way for people to communicate. Even if we don’t use these methods we should know what the terms mean when we hear them.  
So what exactly is a wiki?  Well, wikis are interconnected documents where people can make changes or add content directly to them.  Wikis provide an online collaborative environment where people interested in a particular idea can write directly to web pages.  Since anyone can be an author it’s not necessary to know HTML or a markup language to make changes or add data.  Some wikis require a password or registration so changes can be monitored.  If incorrect or objectionable data is added earlier versions of a page can be loaded so there is a method of control.  
Wikipedia may be most familiar public wiki but there are others - the Flu Wiki -  www.fluwikie.com - focusing on avian influenza; Wikitravel - http://wikitravel.org - an online travel guide; the RHIO (Regional Health Information Organizations) Wiki -http://www.rhiowiki.com - whose aim is to educate community leaders working on RHIOs about other efforts, experiences, and best practices happening throughout the United States; and ukcider - http://ukcider.co.uk/wiki/index.php/Main_Page - which focuses on cider- making , cider festivals, buying cider online, and other cider-related facts – to name a few. 
Wikis can be useful for articles that need input from several authors, collaborating on documents requiring input from several people, books having chapters authored by several people, or magazine layout where several people are involved in the planning process.  Wikis can also be used in education for group project assignments or for class discussion.
Finding wikis requires a bit more effort than simply entering the term in a Google search.  Since some wikis have the term wiki in the title you may have to limit your search to the title field.  In Google, you’d have to clarify your search by adding intitle:wiki to make sure you only get results where wiki is part of the title. If you use another search engine you’ll need to know what commands are available for field restriction.  This isn’t going to get all the wikis that interest you so you may have to use a combination of internet search engines and directories of wikis to find wikis on a specific subject.  

You can also look at tours built specifically for wikis.  A wiki tour to try is Wiki TourBus - www.usemod.com/cgi-bin/mb.pl?TourBusStop -where you can visit wikis similar to visiting famous sites on a tour bus. The site did not yield a list of wikis on a specific subject – it was more focused on wikis as a tool.

Places listing wikis on a particular topic include a link from Wikipedia -http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_wikis – and a directory, WikiIndex - http://www.wikiindex.com/Wiki_Index - which lists, among other things, the main topic of a wiki.  At present, no source to identify private wikis could be located, which is not surprising.  

A word of warning - using any of these tools requires a time investment.  You may want to bookmark a wiki of interest and read it on a regular basis – and that is still not a guarantee that it will be kept up and current when you want it.

Blogs have a single owner and are sites where the author publicly posts their thoughts or opinions on a particular topic.  Readers can write their reactions or comments to them but cannot edit other postings.  Blogs display data in two columns where new content is placed in the larger column.  The side columns can link to other blogs, earlier posts, or reader comments.  Blog postings are in reverse chronological order so the reader does not have to scroll though the entire blog to find the most recent comment or addition.

Originally blogs functioned as online journals or diaries.  Most blogs are still maintained by an individual but corporations can own them as well.  In corporations they can be used as a means of internal communication or for marketing, branding, or public relations.  Blogs focus on one particular topic such as a subject, news, politics, food, entertainment, etc. 
Blogs can be a way to see what other people are saying on issues that matter to us or find opinions on items planned for market.   Blogs can also be used as a publication tool.  They are faster ways to get information out to interested persons since it is not restricted to a standard publication schedule.  Also it is not necessary for material to undergo the same peer-review process that is generally required for publication in standard journal format.   
Finding blogs is a bit easier than finding wikis but there isn’t one site that lists all available blogs.  Users of Google can use the Blog search by looking under the term “more” on the Google Home page; Ask.com’s home page offers Blogs and Feeds as one of it’s choices on the Main page.  Also useful are blog search engines such as Technorati, Feedster, and Blogdigger.  Another option is Bloglines which offers the choice of finding new blogs.
Now that you know what wikis and blogs are, which one should you use?  If you want a collaborative environment where input is required from several people it may be best to use a wiki.  If it is important to have an environment where posts cannot be edited then a blog would be a better choice.
If you want to “test drive” a wiki or a blog you probably want to choose a place that is free and will host your system for you.  For blogs try www.blogger.com and for wikis try www.pbwiki.com – enjoy the ride!

Newest Borden Institute Release
Book Explores Health Maintenance and Medical Concerns of Military Recruits
Borden Institute Releases Recruit Medicine
Washington, DC – Reflecting the increasing military importance of health and fitness in the recruit population, the Borden Institute has released Recruit Medicine, the latest book in the Textbooks of Military Medicine series.
Aimed at all those involved in providing care and determining policy for military recruits, this volume covers important aspects of recruit medicine, such as the medical qualifications process; health promotion and environmental risk management; chronic diseases such as asthma; injury prevention and management; communicable illnesses; behavioral, dental, and women’s health; and recruit mortality. Recruit medicine combines aspects of epidemiology, preventive medicine, primary care, orthopedics, gynecology, psychiatry, and dentistry. The textbook emphasizes the need for healthcare professionals to clearly understand how these factors affect recruits’ ability to perform to standard.
“In times past, military medicine has often underappreciated the value of recruit medicine. The military can no longer afford to do so. Because of the rising costs of entering recruits into the training base, and the requirement that they immediately contribute to the combat effectiveness in their first unit of assignment, military medicine must develop a dynamic approach to the use of our knowledge of recruit medicine. As the accessions process transforms volunteer citizens into soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines, military medicine must help maximize every recruit’s chance of attaining military standards in health and fitness. A healthy and fit recruit becomes a healthy and fit soldier, sailor, airman, or marine,” said Army Surgeon General Lieutenant General Kevin C. Kiley.
Colonel Bernard L. DeKoning, MD (MC, US Army) the book’s senior editor and Assistant Surgeon General (Force Projection), added, “Just as the military’s center of gravity is the individual soldier, sailor, airman, or marine, the individual’s center of gravity is good health. An individual in poor health cannot withstand the rigors of combat or stability operations, nor can he or she properly transform information into action. Our sons and daughters who volunteer to protect the nation deserve the very best in military medicine from the moment they choose to enlist.” 
The Borden Institute, US Army, was conceived in 1986. The Borden Institute’s publications are available free of charge to qualified US military medical personnel. Each book is a comprehensive reference on the art and science of military medicine, extensively illustrated, and written in an easy-to-follow narrative. The books integrate lessons learned in past wars with current principles and practices of military medicine.

The Borden Institute offers volumes in hardback, as well as on its website and on CD-ROM.
For more information on the Borden Institute and how to order the publications, visit the organization online at www.bordeninstitute.army.mil.

Bottom of Form

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Send a message to afml@tma.osd.mil or use the Feedback button at the library Website - www.tricare.osd.mil/afml  
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