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Well, it’s summer in the D.C. area and as usual, it’s hot and humid.  Not many people “in-process” during the summer months, but things usually pick up in the fall when there’s an influx of new people at TMA-HA and the service medical departments.  There have, however, been some items of note occurring despite the hot, sticky days.  This issue of the NEWSLETTER highlights a few of them.
Ainsworth Collection Now Available! 
A new collection, the Ainsworth Collection, has been added to the OTSG Office of Medical History and will be jointly held with the Armed Forces Medical Library.  It is a collection of books on the history of medicine.  Individuals wanting to use the collection need to send a message to the History Office at John.Greenwood@otsg.amedd.army.mil to schedule a time to use the materials.  An inventory of the collection is available in the office. All of the items must be used on site in the Office of Medical History.  Interlibrary loan of the materials is not available since many of the titles are rare as well as valuable.  The items in the Ainsworth Collection will eventually be added to the Armed Forces Medical Library catalog and available for searching on the library’s Website, www.tricare.osd.mil/afml.  
AKO Q&A Sessions
Want to learn more about using AKO?  Have questions about navigating the site?  Need to know how to post documents on the site?  You may want to attend the AKO Q&A sessions to learn more about using AKO.  The sessions are offered the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month from 1200 to 1400 in Skyline 6 Room 592 by the IMD staff.  There are plans to extend the sessions to a more formal class arrangement where specific topics are covered in detail but for now the informal sessions are a useful and welcome addition.

RSS – A Way to Simplify Your Life
RSS – the consensus is that the acronym stands for “Really Simple Syndication” and that’s basically what it does – simplify your life by letting the news you want come to you instead of having to visit numerous Web sites all the time to see what’s new. 

We’ve probably all seen the little orange squares labeled RSS or XML on any number of sites. You may have clicked on them only to find that you need something called a “reader” or an “aggregator” to get the site’s new content.  What’s a reader? What’s an aggregator?  And so your adventure begins.  Step one in getting the site’s newest postings is to get a reader or aggregator that’s free.  The terms are used interchangeably but most people just refer to them as readers.  The good news is that they’re out there and not hard to get. The other good news is that, unlike e-mail, they are spam free.  You may be using RSS and have a favorite reader or you may be new to RSS.  If you are new, you may want to try NewsGator or Bloglines.  Both are free and have Web interfaces but NewsGator has some features that have charges associated with them. NewsGator is listed as a news reader and Bloglines is listed as an aggregator but both do what you want – give you the news you want in an RSS format. The URLs for NewsGator and Bloglines are www.newsgator.com and www.bloglines.com 
Both NewsGator and Bloglines allow you to choose feeds you are interested in based on categories they offer.  Both sites offer a way to add feeds manually as well.  To add a feed you should follow the instructions on your News Reader but generally you click on the RSS button which will take you to a Website for the feed, copy the URL for the feed site, open your reader, go to the Add Feed section, and paste in the URL of the feed in the section provided. The Web site you are taken to when you click on the RSS button generally looks like computer code but don’t worry, when you get the news in your reader it will look normal.
Of course there is a down side to RSS – you may find that you’ve subscribed to so many feeds that you spend a good deal of time reading the postings.  It can be a bit addictive so you may have to do some time management with this new tool.  But all in all, it is a great tool for managing the Web and making your life simpler.
Web Sites with Information About RSS
If you’re interested in Web sites that talk about RSS following is a list of places you can go for more information. You should be able to click on the link and be taken to the page but if that doesn’t work copy and paste the link in you browser’s address area.
http://rssexplained.blogspot.com/
http://www.digitaldivide.net/articles/view.php?ArticleID=68 

http://www.nytimes.com/ref/technology/circuits/03basi.html
http://loadaveragezero.com/info/what-is-RSS.php
 

http://webshop.noaa.gov/rss/presentations.html
 

http://www.rss-specifications.com/subscribe-to-feeds.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS_%28file_format%29
Bottom of Form

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Send a message to afml@tma.osd.mil or use the Feedback button at the library Website - www.tricare.osd.mil/afml  
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