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Need Information?  Need it on Time?

Use the library’s afml@tma.osd.mil address to send your article and search requests.  Your message will always be read if it is sent to this address and you won’t miss an important deadline because of an unread message.  Make sure you include important information such as when you will need the material.  If there is a problem complying with your request someone from the library staff will contact you.

National Medical Librarians Month

The library celebrated the October National Medical Librarians Month with a library bookmark give-away featuring the library logo and a brochure listing all of the library services.  Thank you to all who stopped by to wish the staff a happy National Medical Librarians Month. 
Borden Institute Releases Book 

Urology In The Vietnam War: Casualty Management and Lessons Learned

Washington, DC – The Borden Institute’s latest book, Urology In The Vietnam War: Casualty Management and Lessons Learned, provides a thorough review of lessons learned in the management of urological war wounds and examines current techniques in the treatment of battlefield and civilian urological trauma.

The 260-page book, complete with case studies, offers historical, medical, and surgical considerations relating to urological injuries during the Vietnam War. Renal injuries, blunt pelvic trauma, penile injuries, anterior urethral penetrating and blunt injuries, and lessons learned in the management of casualties with genitourinary system injuries are included.

“We managed all of the Vietnam genitourinary casualties who were evacuated to the US Army Hospital in Japan from 1966 to 1971, during which we maintained and kept all records on patients with urological conditions,” said author and retired US Army Colonel Dr. John N. Wettlaufer about his extensive work with Dr. John W. Weigel, a retired Army military surgeon who also served in Vietnam. “The data presented in this book were extracted from our multiple reviews of these case records over the many years since then.”

“Although significant time has elapsed since the Vietnam War, many of the lessons learned from this war and relearned from prior wars are still applicable in both the military and the civilian trauma casualty environments,” said Army Surgeon General Lieutenant General Kevin C. Kiley.

“This volume may be especially valuable and applicable in these times of increased terrorism, disasters, and mass casualty events,” Kiley said.

The Borden Institute, Office of The Surgeon General, US Army, was conceived in 1986. The Borden Institute’s publications are available free of charge to qualified US military medical personnel. Each book is a comprehensive reference on the art and science of military medicine, extensively illustrated, and written in an easy-to-follow narrative. The books are designed to show how military medicine has built on the lessons learned in past wars and lays out the scientific basis on which the practice of military medicine is grounded.

The Borden Institute offers volumes in hardback, as well as on its website and on CD-ROM.

For more information on the Borden Institute and how to order the publications, visit the organization online at www.bordeninstitute.army.mil.

Disaster Resource: Determining Age from Skeletal Remains – Bibliography
With the occurrence of Hurricane Katrina in late August, the recovery efforts still underway, and the impact on the FY06 Defense Appropriations Bill, this seemed to be a relevant topic for this issue of the Armed Forces Medical Library Newsletter bibliography.   It differs from previous inclusions because it was compiled by Ms. Alice Hadley, MLS, AHIP, medical librarian at the U.S. Naval Hospital in Guam. A search of the library catalog reveals AFML does not have the books listed in the bibliography but if you are interested in using them, please check with the library to see if it can be requested through interlibrary loan for you.  Remember, to request an item through interlibrary loan you must belong to the library’s servicing population and be registered in the library.
In August 1997 the US Naval Hospital, Guam was involved in the identification of more than 200 casualties from an airliner crash on Guam.  This bibliography, based on these experiences, is recommended for any radiologist who becomes a part of a team trying to identify bodies in a mass casualty.  

Most of these resources came from the physical anthropologist at the University of Guam; Dr. Gary M. Heathcote.  You may want to talk to a physical anthropologist near you for additional suggestions.  Dr. Heathcote also had a set of very helpful plaster casts for visualizing some of the sex differences.

Part of the horror of an event like this is that, in addition to the over whelming numbers of deaths, only parts of bodies are found.  In the USNH Guam experience x-rays were taken of most of these parts and then radiologists were asked to try to estimate the age and sex from the x-rays.  Because radiologists in the United States are used to seeing x-rays that are already labeled with the age and sex it is difficult for them to do the reverse.  The radiologists found the following materials helpful in identifying the corpses.  

1.  Stewart TD (Thomas Dale).  Essentials of forensic anthropology:  especially as developed in the United States.  Springfield, IL:  Thomas; 1979.  

Chapters 7 (Attribution of sex) and 8 (Estimation of age) were especially helpful.

ISBN:  0398038112
2.  Stewart TD (Thomas Dale), editor.  United States.  Dept. of the Army.  Support Services. Personal identification in mass disasters. Washington, D.C.:  Smithsonian; 1970.  

This is a report of a seminar given 9-11 December 1968.  We used the papers 

1) McKern TW:  Estimation of skeletal age: from puberty to about 30 years of age

2) Kerley ER:  Estimation of skeletal age: after about age 30

3) Giles E:  Discriminant function sexing of the human skeleton

4) Howells WW:  Multivariate analysis for the identification of race from crania

3.  Weiner JS (Joseph Sidney) and Lourie, JA.  Practical human biology. London; New York: Academic Press; 1981.
Chapter 4. Radiographic measurements, was helpful. 

ISBN:  0127419608
4.  The 13 part series from Skeletal Radiology (ISSN: 0364-2348) 1978-1987 by Ogden JA, et al.  Series title: Radiology of postnatal skeletal development.  

     This series was especially useful.  The complete list is below.  Because the illustrations are very important the copies cannot be faxed, and only carefully made photocopies will be useful.  

1. Ogden JA  Conlogue GJ    Jensen PS  

Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. I. The proximal humerus.

Skeletal Radiology 1978, 2(3):153-160      

2:  Ogden JA, Conlogue GJ, Bronson ML, Jensen PS. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. II. The manubrium and sternum.

Skeletal Radiology 1979; 4(4):189-95 

3:  Ogden JA, Conlogue GJ, Bronson ML. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. III. The clavicle.

Skeletal Radiology 1979; 4(4):196-203 

4:  Ogden JA, Beall JK, Conlogue GJ, Light TR. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. IV. Distal radius and ulna.

Skeletal Radiology 1981; 6(4):255-66 

5:  McCarthy SM, Ogden JA. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. V. Distal humerus.

Skeletal Radiology 1982 Jan; 7(4):239-49 

6:  McCarthy SM, Ogden JA. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. VI. Elbow joint, proximal radius,

and ulna.

Skeletal Radiology 1982; 9(1):17-26 

7:  Ogden JA, Phillips SB. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. VII. The scapula.

Skeletal Radiology 1983; 9(3):157-69 

8:  Ogden JA, McCarthy SM. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. VIII. Distal tibia and fibula.

Skeletal Radiology 1983; 10(4):209-20 

9:  Ogden JA. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. IX. Proximal tibia and fibula.

Skeletal Radiology 1984; 11(3):169-77 

10:  Ogden JA. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. X. Patella and tibial tuberosity.

Skeletal Radiology 1984; 11(4):246-57 

11:  Ogden JA. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. XI. The first cervical vertebra.

Skeletal Radiology 1984; 12(1):12-20 

12:  Ogden JA. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. XII. The second cervical vertebra.

Skeletal Radiology 1984; 12(3):169-77 

13:  Ogden JA, Murphy MJ, Southwick WO, Ogden DA. 

 Radiology of postnatal skeletal development. XIII. C1-C2 interrelationships.

Skeletal Radiology 1986; 15(6):433-8 

The following titles were recommended to help differentiate children from small adults.  Because we had few children we did not use these titles.
5.  Pyle, S. Idell (Sarah Idell), Greulich, William Walter, and Waterhouse, Alice Mary, assemblers.  Prepared for the United States National Health Examination Survey.  A radiographic standard of reference for the growing hand and wrist. 
Chicago, Press of Case Western Reserve University; distributed by Year Book Medical Publishers; [c1971]  

ISBN:  0815168942
6.  Sontag LW; Snell D; Anderson M.  

Rate of appearance of ossification centers from birth to the age of five years. 

American Journal of Diseases of Children 1939; 58: 949-956 
In addition, Karen M. Neves MA, MLIS (email MEDLIB-L 14SEP2001) of the W.K. Kellogg Health Sciences Library, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada recommended the following texts: 

Brogdon, B. G. (Byron Gilliam).  Forensic radiology.  Boca Raton, [FL]: CRC Press; 1998.

ISBN:  0849381053
Stimson, Paul G.; Mertz, Curtis A., editors.  Forensic dentistry.  Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press; c1997.
ISBN: 0849381037

Haglund, William D.; Sorg, Marcella H., editors.   Forensic taphonomy: the postmortem fate of human remains.  Boca Raton, [FL]: CRC Press; c1997.
ISBN: 0849394341
Haglund. William D,; Sorg, Marcella H., editors.  Advances in forensic taphonomy: method, theory, and archaeological perspectives. Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press; c2002.

ISBN:  0849311896

Reichs, Kathleen J., editor.  Forensic osteology: advances in the identification of human remains.  2nd ed.  Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas; c1998.

ISBN: 0398068046

Galloway, Alison, editor.  Broken bones: anthropological analysis of blunt force trauma.
Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas; c1999.

ISBN: 0398069921

Bennett, Kenneth A.  A Field guide for human skeletal identification.  2nd ed. Springfield, IL: C.C. Thomas; 1993.
ISBN: 0398058849
The Armed Forces Medical Library does have a number of resources dealing with forensic medicine and forensic dentistry.  A search of the library’s online catalog yielded several titles in these areas.  
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