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Thanksgiving Holiday Hours


The Armed Forces Medical Library will be closed Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November 26, in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday.  Normal operating hours will resume Monday, November 29.  

Please Don’t Reshelve!
People are generally inclined to be helpful and tidy so many times our library patrons put items back on the shelf after they use them.  We’d like you to overcome that helpful, tidy instinct you have and leave the books or journals you use during your library visit on the tables or place them in the book drop.    Why would we refuse an offer of help you may ask?  Well, the two most basic reasons are statistics and overdue notice avoidance.  Since we are a smaller library we notice which books and journals get a lot of use by which ones we put back on the shelf most often.  Our interlibrary loan statistics help with what is used as well.  All this information is important when we have to make decisions about subscription renewals or item cuts.
In case you haven’t used it before, the book drop is under the printer at the circulation desk.  There is a sign indicating where the book drop is but sometimes people miss it.  If you put the items on the book cart at the front of the circulation desk the book may not be checked in correctly and you could get an overdue notice.  Based on the reactions we get when the notices go out, we know they are not a popular item to receive(
Theft!
We all tend to feel fairly safe in a library, but in light of some recent thefts it would be prudent to exercise some caution even in the library.  If you have something of value, be it a purse, laptop, or whatever, it would be best not to leave it unattended when you need to leave for some reason.  The library staff cannot watch all belongings so it would be best to take them with you if you need to leave the library.

FIRSTConsult added to MDConsult

Starting October 1 FIRSTConsult can be added to your tool arsenal.  FIRSTConsult is designed for primary care providers at the point of care and includes evidence-based information on over 1,500 possible diagnoses.  Access FIRSTConsult by logging in to MDConsult using your MDConsult password and click the link to FIRSTConsult at the upper right portion of the MDConsult screen.  If you don’t have an MDConsult password contact the library at afml@tma.osd.mil to see if you are eligible.
ONLINE JOURNALS FREE WITH PRINT?
Isn’t the online free with the print?  The answer is "sometimes".  Here's why.  Some publishers provide free access to the online version with the print subscription – for a while.  We can never predict when the situation will change.  Even if free online access is available, most publishers require password and IP authentication.  We are not permitted to provide this information because of IT restrictions.  Just remember-- If there is an article you need and it is not available in the library or accessible full text through one of our databases, ask the library staff to obtain a copy of the article for you.
Anatomy of a Citation
Based on the many formats of a reference and the confusion evidenced by some library users in looking for specific references, it appears this topic is a likely candidate for discussion.

The idea behind a reference or citation - the terms are frequently used interchangeably because they mean basically the same thing – is to point to another document substantiating what was published, quoted directly, or paraphrased in the preparation of the document.  The reference can be a journal article, book, chapter in a book, Web site, letter, conference paper, etc.  It can be any number of things but it must have some common elements.  The user must be able to tell who published something, what was published, when it was published, and where it was published.  If you want or need to obtain the original item cited, you need to have as much of the information as possible otherwise the hunt can be frustrating or fruitless.  And, if you’ve asked someone else to get the item for you, they’re going to need the same information in order to get you what you need.    
Following are a few types of references illustrating the parts of a citation.  Whatever the format, the basic elements are present – you can tell who published something, what was published, and when and where it was published.  
Following is a citation to a journal article from the Medline database using PubMed.  The authors (who published it) are K Hoffman, C Costello, M Menich, JD Grabenstein, and RJ Engler.  The title of the article (what was published) is Using a structured medical note for determining the safety profile of anthrax vaccine for US soldiers in Korea. Vaccine is the journal name, volume 21 issue 27-30 and pages 4399 to 4409 (all part of where it was published), and October 1, 2003 (when it was published).
Hoffman K, Costello C, Menich M, Grabenstein JD, Engler RJ. 

Using a structured medical note for determining the safety profile of anthrax vaccine for US soldiers in Korea.

Vaccine. 2003 Oct 1;21(27-30):4399-409.
Next is a citation to a book.  The author is Eileen Welsome (who published it), the title of the book The plutonium files:  America’s secret medical experiments in the Cold War (what was published), the year 1999 (when it was published), and the publisher is Dial Press in New York, NY (where it was published).

Welsome, Eileen.  The plutonium files:  America’s secret medical experiments in the Cold War.  New York, NY:  Dial Press; 1999. 
The next reference is to a chapter in a book.  All the important elements are included - who published something, what was published, and when and where it was published.  

Staurt, GW, Sundeen SJ:  Managing aggressive behavior.  In Stuart GW, Laraia M:  Principles and practice of psychiatric nursing, ed 6, St Louis, 1998, Mosby.

Probably the slipperiest of references to obtain are Web site references because they can disappear and become basically impossible to find.  There is no guarantee that something cited on the Web today will exist tomorrow, a year from now, or ten years from now.  Some search engines, such as the Wayback Machine, can get older Web pages that don’t come up in a routine Web search but there is no guarantee.  Another issue with Web sites is the amount of information available varies among sites.  Standard guidelines exist for referencing Web sites but sometimes not all of the information is available.
The format in the following citation is a standard format for citation of a Web site suggested by the National Library of Medicine.  From it you can discern the CDC published (who published something) Health information for travelers to the Indian subcontinent (what was published) in August 2001 (when), and you can find it at http://www.cdc.gov/travel/indianrg.htm (where it was published).  The “when” date on this item may change with updates so when it was cited – 20 September 2001 – is also important.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. National Center for Infectious Diseases. Health information for travelers to the Indian subcontinent [Internet]. Atlanta (GA): Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; [reviewed 2001 Aug 30; cited 2001 Sep 20]. Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/travel/indianrg.htm
The Web reference below is to a journal article from the Health Affairs journal Web site. Health Affairs refers authors to the Chicago Manual of Style for manuscript preparation and gives examples of reference format for articles.  The primary elements are still evident - who published something, what was published, and when and where it was published.  
J.E. Wennberg et al. “Geography and the Debate over Medicare Reform,” Health Affairs, 13 February 2002, content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/hlthaff.w2.96 
Comments? Suggestions?

Have a comment?  Suggestion?  Use Web site survey form!   Click on the Feedback button on library Website http://www.tricare.osd.mil/afml/
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